Chelan-Douglas Health District

200 Valley Mall Parkway, East Wenatchee, WA 98802
PHONE: (509) 886-6400 * FAX: (509) 886-6478

Always working for a safer and healthier community

How can | safely capture
a bat in my home?

If a bat is present in your home and you cannot rule out
the possibility of exposure, leave the bat alone and con-
tact an animal-control or public health agency for assis-
Encounters with a bat include: tance. If professional help is unavailable, use precautions to
« Direct contact with a bat = bat bite or bat saliva in your eyes, | cpture the bat safely,as described below.

nose, mouth or fresh wound.

Bat Exposure

Anyone who encounters a bat
should be evaluated by a medical
professional for risk of rabies.

What you will need:

e Finding a bat in the same room of a person who might be « leather work gloves (put them on)
unaware that a bite or direct contact had occurred. * small box or coffee can =
+ adeeply sleeping person awakens to find a bat in the f:;‘;e of cardboard L &
room
* or an adult witnesses a bat in the room with a previ- When the bat lands, ap-

ously unattended child, mentally disabled person, or | Proach it slowly, while wearing ‘
the gloves, and place the box or /

intoxicated person coffee can over it. Slide the
cardboard under the container
If you discover a bat in your home or cabin: DD Ui E SR G

DO NOT TOUCH THE BAT cardboard to the container se-
[ )

curely, and punch small holes in

e Call Animal Control if available in your area, (509) 662-9577 the cardboard, allowing the bat

o Call the Chelan-Douglas Health District to determine if the © breathe. Contact il hea'lth %( #
. epartment or animal-contro B \
bat needs to be tested for rabies R L v —
Monday-Thursday, (509) 886-6400. for rabies testing.
After hours and weekends, (509) 886-6499. _ —
« Ifthe bat does not need to be tested follow “How can | safely | d”yz‘:“:rzesﬁr‘;a;c')”hyuﬁ;‘;nhz“e
capture a bat in my home”. See instructions to the right. S Ty ey g Q
fine the bat to a room by closing /@iﬁ\é
If you are bitten by a bat: all doors and windows leading H > )
. out of the room except those
e Wash the wound with soap and water to the outside. The bat will
o Get medical attention within 24 hours probably leave soon. If not, it can \
e The medical provider should immediately report the bat bite be caught, as described{v N @
to the Chelan-Douglas Health District leased outdoors away from peo- | // »
ple and pets. | /|
—_/
To avoid possible exposure to rabies: -

¢ Do not touch live or dead bats

e Teach children not to touch live or dead wild animals
Make sure your home’s open windows have screens
Vaccinate pet dogs, cats, and ferrets against rabies as re- Common Bat Entry Points
quired by Washington State law (WAC 246-100-197)

Down chimney

Under loose shingles —Jp».

Under eaves —Jp

Related Links: Through

Rabies Information Under—pp ] vents
(Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) » siding | | | Through

- open

H unscreened
Rabies Activity in Washington State windows
(Washington State Department of Health) » *

Under or through open doors



http://www.cdc.gov/rabies/
http://www.cdc.gov/rabies/
http://www.doh.wa.gov/YouandYourFamily/IllnessandDisease/Rabies/RabiesActivity.aspx
http://www.doh.wa.gov/YouandYourFamily/IllnessandDisease/Rabies/RabiesActivity.aspx

